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June 2009... 
 
 
 

 
From the President’s pen: 

 
World Refugee Week:  Freedom from Fear 
Refugee Week this year (June 16 – June 21) again 
celebrates the presence of refugees in our commu-
nity.  The theme for this year focuses on the flight 
of refugees – seeking freedom from fear.  All those 
refugees who have settled in our community have 
experienced fear – fear for their safety, fear for their 
future. In that refugee experience they did not lose 
hope, a hope that one day they may be free from 
that fear, hope that they may feel secure, hope that 
they may have a sense of future, hope that they may 
be re-united with their families. 
 
This week we will celebrate these aspirations; we 
will celebrate the freedom from fear, that here in 
our community they have made their home, in the 
knowledge of security and of welcome.  Over the 
past 12 months, we have welcomed 20 new refu-
gees to the Lismore community.  The majority of 
these have been reuniting families that were scat-
tered by war.  A young toddler was reunited with 
his mother, two families joined their siblings, a 
young orphan joined their sister.  All stories of 
great joy, and a very gratifying outcome of the ef-
forts of so many people in the community. 
 
Integration of new cultures 
Our journey in welcoming new cultural groups is 
often full of the human and cultural resources that 
they bring.  Again and again, I hear of the benefits 
of these new populations for our community.  We 
also hear of difficulties.  Some of these difficulties 
stem from cultural concerns, others stem from the 
more deep-seated trauma that refugees have been 
exposed to.  These difficulties are recognised by the 
new arrivals, and by those who have assisted in 
their settlement.   

We must remain honest, positive and proactive 
about addressing any difficulties that arise.  The 
arrivals in our community have held themselves in 
a most dignified manner.  They are appreciative of 
the guiding hand of the Aussie mentors that have 
supported their own mentors.   We must maintain 
this role – be the gentle presence of hope and sup-
port and encouragement that respects the courage 
and strength that have brought them here to grace 
our community. 

 
Settlement Forum 
The Settlement Forum (May 29) came about to address 
how we best respond to the continued high demand for 
support from refugees – mostly in Africa.  There was 
unanimous support that we continue to support refugee 
settlement, although there was a more mixed view of the 
scope of this support.  While mindful of the need to be 
settling at a pace that does not over-burden the commu-
nity’s capacity to support ongoing successful integration, 
establishing criteria to determine who is of highest prior-
ity and how many people can be absorbed were more 
difficult areas in which to reach a decisive position.  
There will be more discussion on this point in coming 
weeks. 
 

The forum also highlighted the need to strengthen capac-
ity in key areas – notably, housing, employment, health 
and education.  Some creative and bright suggestions 
came forth (for example, community farms), providing 
ideas.  We will continue to work actively on these mat-
ters, and again, seek your support – ongoing volunteer 
assistance, further ideas, funding – are all pre-requisites 
for the further success of the program. 

As part of our contribution to wider advocacy, Sanctuary 
Northern Rivers will be making a submission to the 
“Community Partnerships for Human Rights program”  
We continue to work with the community to meet our 
obligations – local and global - and facilitate the success-
ful integration of refugee populations to enrich the re-
sources and fabric of our community.  Thank you for 

your ongoing support in this process.  Michael 
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. . . Refugees bring human and material assets and re-
sources.  They are people with tremendous courage, de-
termination and potential to thrive – a potential demon-
strated time and again by them.  Refugee women ,in par-
ticular have shown resilience and survival skills.  When 
given the opportunity, refugees become progressively 
less reliant on State aid, or humanitarian assistance, at-
taining a growing degree of self reliance and becoming 
able to pursue sustainable livelihoods, equally contribut-
ing to the economic development of the hot country. . . . 
UNHCR, Framework for durable solutions for Refugees 
and persons of concern (2003) 
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Adeyemi was disconnected from his wife and son when he came here 
15 months ago.   He spoke at the Public Forum and following is 
some of the things he said: 

“I didn’t find a Lismore community,” the former journalist said, “I 
found my new Lismore family.” 
“The support I experienced from the public in the recent flood was 
amazing. 
“My 15 months has been very enjoyable and I thank you for 
that. I have finished my course in Aged Care and now I have 
employment in that field right here in Lismore. 
“It was easy to adapt to my new life here; we Africans want to 

be here.” 
Just two weeks ago, his wife and son were granted visas to come and 
reunite with him. 

Homework Centre News 
The latest news is that Cherie Mamet, our very own Admin 
Officer, has been offered the position of Coordinator of the 
Community Connections Lismore African Youth access Pro-
gram.   
Sanctuary’s Homework Centre will be incorporated into this 
program which will also provide African  students with ac-
cess to driver training and sporting equipment.  While Cherie 
will bring to the position all of her coordination and teaching 
skills, it is the volunteer tutors that remain the backbone of 
the program and are the key to success.  Be assured we are 
not letting Sue out of our sight and she will be remaining 
with the program as a most valued tutor and consultant. 
A big thank-you to Sue and all who have been involved and 
continue to spend their time tutoring the students! 

Sanctuary’s Refugee Week Celebrations 

Some 60 people attended Sanctuary’s com-

munity morning tea at the Lismore City Hall on 

Wednesday 17th.  We were treated to 

speeches of passion and songs of One-Love 

and Gratitude from our African community.   

Michael Douglas and Jenny Dowell both 

thanked the refugees for their rich contribution 

to Lismore society and culture.   

Corinne’s famous cakes went down a treat, 

and there was much merriment and networking 

over cups of tea and coffee.   

Thanks to all who attended and participated in 

our celebration of refugee settlement in Lismore. 

http://www.sanctuary.asn.au/�
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 the fair treatment of all Australians, encouraging people to recognise that our interac-
tions should be accepting of, and responsive to, each others’ backgrounds, circum-
stances, needs and preferences. 

Sanctuary NR has submitted an application for funds to run a weekend retreat for 18 local 
youths who will work together to look for common ground in how they can build bridges be-
tween their communities. These young people are leaders in their communities, representing  
6 from refugee backgrounds, 6 indigenous youths and 6 non-indigenous locals. The weekend 
will also help them to develop an understanding of each other's past and present realities. 

The proposal has wide community support from the African communities, the Lismore City 
Council’s Aboriginal Worker, Community Connections and the Community Legal Centre – all of 
whom will be asked to play a part in the project if we receive funding. 

The youth who participate will be asked to work in groups of six to identify a local initiative 
they can run that will help to unite their communities. They will be given six months to under-
take their plan with support and then report back to the community at a public forum towards 
the middle of next year. 

We will find out if we have been successful in July. Hopefully if the project gets some funding 
and proves productive we can run it every year with local support. 

If you are interested in assisting with this project (if funded), please let us know via the 
info@sanctuary.asn.au email.     Russell Trebilcock – Vice President 
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DIVERSE AUSTRALIA PROGRAM – SANCTUARY APPLICATION 
 
The Diverse Australia Program (DAP) Small Grants provide funds for commu-
nity organisations to run activities and projects aimed at building stronger 
community relations locally.  These are specifically aimed to promote: 

the importance of all Australians respecting one another regardless of cul-
tural, racial or religious differences; and 

This years’ Gala Dinner will be held at the A and I Hall in Bangalow, on Saturday 
August 29th. A lot of the finer details have yet to 
be finalised, however, you can look forward to an 
entertaining evening with good food, drinks, mu-
sic, and fundraising activities during the evening. 

We see the dinner not only as a fundraiser, though that part of it is certainly use-
ful…But more than just that, it is an opportunity to meet up with members old 
and new, or to introduce interested people to the work that 
Sanctuary does, in a relaxed and sociable atmosphere. 
 
At this stage, the only help that we are requesting is that if 
you are involved in a business, or have close contact with 
one whom you think would be willing to donate a prize – 
large or small - then please contact Brian or Corinne Nash 
on 6629 1692, or bcnash@wwwires.com for a signed dona-
tion request letter which has our registered charity number 
on it etc. 
 
Mark 29 August in your diaries, and watch this space for further details. 
          Corinne Nash 

http://www.sanctuary.asn.au/�
mailto:info@sanctuary.asn.au�
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Lismore Volunteer Expo 2009 
On Thursday 14 May, Sanctuary took part in the Volunteer Expo at Lismore’s city hall. 
43 organisations were there, raising public awareness o f their causes and their activities.   
We gathered a dozen or so names of people interested in volunteering, and we will follow 
them up to see where their strengths lie, and whether they would like to participate in the vol-
unteer training in July. 
Sue Darnell was presented with a certificate for being one of the ‘Volunteers of the Year’, 
for her constant and amazing work in the Homework Centre which runs from 3.30pm to 
5.30pm on Mondays and Wednesdays. Sue was, like so many volunteers, shy of being rec-
ognised for her work, yet it needed to be said – she’s fantastic! 
Our table was one of the least impressive from an artistic point of view, so if anyone has a 
talent for signwriting/painting etc. and wants to make us some banners or similar for future 
public events, (like the gala dinner on August 29th) that would be great. Please call Cherie 
for ideas of what is needed.  Corinne Nash 

 
Volunteer committee news 

Sanctuary Northern Rivers is partnering with TAFE Outreach to deliver a course for volun-

teers wishing to work with newly arrived refugees.  

 

The evening course  will run over 6 weeks commencing in late July and is tailored specifi-

cally towards the unique needs of refugees settling in our area.  

The course combines the educational delivery expertise of TAFE with the real-life experi-

ence of Sanctuary.  

 

TAFE Course to Train Volunteers 
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Interested in Volunteering with Sanctuary? 
Want more information about the TAFE course or other ways to become a valued 

Sanctuary volunteer? 
Come to one of our two information sessions, scheduled for your convenience: 

Thursday 2nd July 
First Session: 3.30pm-5pm 

Second Session: 7pm-8.30pm 
Cedar Room, Lismore Neighbourhood Centre 

http://www.sanctuary.asn.au/�


Time to renew our memberships with Sanctuary  
 

We had 33 members for 2008/2009. 
We have 18 new or renewed members already for 2009/2010. 

Our target is to have 100 members for 2009/2010 by the end of July. 
If all current members could encourage another to join Sanctuary, 

our target will be easily reached. 
Find a membership application forms at the end of this newslet-

ter.  More can be downloaded from www.sanctuary.asn.au 

Target for 2009/10: 

-100 members 

18 renewed members for 2009/10  
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Membership requires signing up and payment of an annual fee (July – June). 
The benefits for the organisation of having signed-up members include: 
 Having an accurate source of contacts of who are genuinely interested in Sanctuary;  
 A vehicle for communication of the work of Sanctuary, and 
 The fostering of a collaborative approach to policy and evolution of the organisation. 
And most importantly, it makes a statement – that the work that we do is meaningful and worth 
supporting. 

The benefits for the individual includes: 

 Receiving reliable and regular communication (via the newsletter) 
 The opportunity to contribute to policy and approach 
 Eligibility for Board and Sub-committee positions 
 Closer involvement with a group of thoughtful, dynamic individuals who have a strong 

 commitment to social justice ideals 
Of course, if you would rather not become a member, yet remain informed of our work, you are 
also most welcome. Please provide your contact details through the website. 
www.sanctuary.asn.au  
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Membership 
Why become a member? 
Sanctuary Northern Rivers welcomes anyone’s involvement in its work, be it 
institutional support, volunteers support, donations, or just simply showing an 
interest or providing an encouraging word.  However, it is also beneficial to 
formalise this support and interest through becoming a member. 

http://www.sanctuary.asn.au/�
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Contact Sanctuary Northern Rivers: 
 
Administrative Support Officer: Cherie Mamet 
(02) 6621 7397 Ext 26 (Wed & Fri) 
 
Address: Sanctuary Northern Rivers, P.O.Box 1146,  
Lismore 2480 
 
Email: info@sanctuary.asn.au 
 
Website: www.sanctuary.asn.au 
 
Office Address: Lismore Neighbourhood Centre 

Sanctuary Northern Rivers Board  Members 2008/09 
Executive: 
President - Michael Douglas   Treasurer - Brian Nash 
Vice-President - Russell Trebilcock   Secretary - Dave Noble 
 
General Board Members:  
Sue Darnell   Katherine Morrison  Paul Morreti   

Up-and-coming Events 
 

Interested in volunteering with Sanctuary? 
Information sessions for all interested persons.  Thursday 

2nd July. Session #1: 3.30pm-5pm 
Session #2: 7pm-8.30pm  Cedar Room Lismore 

Neighbourhood Centre 
 

Sanctuary Northern Rivers  
Ordinary Board Meeting 

   Wednesday 15th July 6.30pm 
   Lismore Workers Club 

    All members welcome 
 

TAFE Volunteer Training 
Commences 27th July.   

Three hours per week over six weeks. 
  

Gala Dinner 
Sanctuary’s major fundraiser.   

29th August 
A&I Hall Bangalow 

$60 per head 
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Sanctuary Northern Rivers Inc 

Incorporated under the Associations Incorporation Act 1984 

Surname: ___________________________________________  
 
First Name: ______________________   Title: _________  
  
Organization: ________________________________________  
 
Address: ___________________________________________  
 
Suburb/City: _________________   Postcode:______  
  
Phone: ___________________  Mobile: ______________  
 
Email: ___________________________________________  

Membership Type (please tick) 
 
Individual $30   Family/Institution  $45   
 
Students/Concession Card Holders    $15   

Membership Declaration 
I/we, the undersigned, hereby apply to become a member/s of Sanctuary Northern 
Rivers Inc (“Sanctuary”). In the event of my/our admission as a member/s, I/we 
agree to be bound by and comply with the constitution, regulations, policies and 
directions of Sanctuary as amended from time to time. I acknowledge that Sanctu-
ary reserves the right to cancel my/our membership at anytime if I/we fail to com-
ply with the rules applying under the constitution, regulations, policies and direc-
tions of Sanctuary; or if my/our conduct is unbecoming a member of Sanctuary or 
brings Sanctuary into disrepute. 
 
Signed:   
Date:  

Payment Details 
I would also like to make a Donation of  $  

Membership Fee: $ 

Total Amount: $    

All donations are fully tax deductible. 

Please forward your cheque or money order to: 

Sanctuary Northern Rivers 
PO Box 1146 

Lismore NSW 2480 
www.sanctuary.asn.au 
info@sanctuary.asn.au 

http://www.sanctuary.asn.au�

	Membership


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


